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certain view, as matter of fact, should be present to the mind
of Your Majesty. He does not ask for any conclusion, or any
observation, upon that view, from Your Majesty's practised
judgement.
Secondly, that his reason for troubling Your Majesty at all
is that, in his firm conviction, the controversy between parties
as it now stands, raises, and to some extent has already raised, a
number of particular issues, and one general issue, reaching very
far beyond the question whether Home Rule is or is not to be
conferred upon Ireland; and that the raising of those issues is
attended with inconvenience, and may even be injurious to the
safe and stable working of our Constitution.
They have, indeed, their immediate consequences ; as it is
feared that they may place the existing ministry in relations of
difficulty with the House of Lords. But it is only the prospect of
consequences more remote, and longer lived, which leads Mr.
Gladstone to deem these fit to be mentioned to Your Majesty.
The leading fact, to which he would point, is in his judgment, a
very painful one : it is the widening of the gap, or chasm, in
opinion, which more largely than heretofore separates the upper,
and more powerful, from the more numerous classes of the Com-
munity. Such an estrangement he regards as a very serious
mischief.
This evil has been aggravated largely by the prolongation and
intensity of the Irish Controversy.
But it began to operate, years before the present Irish Con-
troversy began in 1885-6. There were at legist six ducal houses
of great wealth and influence, which Mr. Gladstone had known
to be reckoned in the Liberal party at former times, and which
had completely severed themselves from it, before Irish Home
Rule had come to be in any way associated with the popular
conception of Liberalism.
But, after Home Rule had been proposed by the Government
of 1886, the division of opinion in the Liberal party widened and
hardened. Some found in it an occasion, others a cause, for a
separation from their former friends, which seemed to become
hopeless when the promises made to Ireland in 1886, short of
Home Rule, but yet of large breadth and consequence, passed
gradually out of view. Further, this body of Liberals believed
themselves bound to be habitual and steady supporters of a Tory